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CHAPTER MEETING 
Hughes Community Center 

1700 Danbury Rd., Claremont, CA 
March 16, 2017 

 
SUMMARY  
Meeting Host: Tim Trager, County of San Bernardino ISD 
Early Bird Sponsor: CPRA Chapter 
Secretary’s Report: John Wright 
Treasurer’s Report: Joe Parrino 
Program: Mayank Bhatia & Rob Wright, Nokia - Nokia’s “Next Generation Systems” 
Attendance: 44 
 
AGENDA 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by President Dale Digiambattista at 10:05 am.  Dale welcomed everyone to 
Claremont for the March chapter meeting. 
 
Flag Salute 
APCO Executive Council Delegate Jim Acosta led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Opening Remarks 
President Dale Digiambattista thanked Past Chapter President Tim Trager for hosting the meeting. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
President Dale Digiambattista asked for a motion to approve the February 2017 Chapter Meeting minutes.  
Motion was made by Director Richard Granado, second made by APCO Past President Gary David Gray.  
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Agenda Items 
President Dale Digiambattista reported that there would be two presentations at the meeting; a sponsored 
presentation by Jack Hoffman Associates on Base Camp Connect, and the main program presentation by 
Nokia on “Next Generation Systems” who is also today’s meeting sponsor. 
 
Introductions 
President Dale Digiambattista asked for self-introductions by the membership present. 
 
During introductions, CCAM Larry Weber reported that there would be a FCC Licensing Class offered at 
Talley in Santa Fe Springs, which is a four (4) day class.  This is a General Telephone Radio Operators 
License class and will be held on April 25-28, 2017. 
 
Future Meetings 
President-Elect Scott Espindola reported that the next chapter meeting would be held in conjunction with 
the 2017 APCO Western Regional Conference on Wednesday April 12, 2017 at 10:00 am at the Ontario 
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Convention Center, Room 104B.  Scott noted that the meeting locations for May and July were still open, but 
that he may have something working for these.  The June meeting will be at the Rio Hondo Golf Club in 
Downey. 
 
Membership Report 
Vice-President Robert Stoffel reported that the Chapter has 402 members that have renewed and 144 
members that have not renewed their memberships as yet.  The Chapter has added 2 new members this 
month. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Treasurer Joe Parrino gave the financial report, including income and expenses for the past thirty (30) days, 
to the membership.  A printed copy of the report is available to members upon request. 
 
APCO International Report 
Chapter Executive Council Delegate Jim Acosta reported on the activities at APCO International.  Saudi 
Arabia has become an Interim Chapter of the Association by approval of the APCO Board of Directors and 
consensus of the Management Committee.  The full APCO Executive Council will vote on the final approval 
at their meeting in August. 
 
Jim also reported that the Silent Key Scholarship application period is open.  APCO has received 370 
scholarship applications so far.  Jim reminded everyone that the APCO Committee signups are currently in 
progress, but they will close on April 1st and that the Annual APCO International Conference housing and 
“flash day” is April 3rd. 
 
Regulatory Update 
Frequency Advisory Committee Vice-Chair David Buchanan reported on the on-going “T-Band” issues.  
The legislation that created FirstNet included Public Safety moving off of the T-Band channels, and that the 
FCC Auction money was to help agencies move.  But this is also impacting commercial T-Band users and a 
committee is looking at the costs for commercial users to move as well. 
 
Dave reported that the FCC granted the application of Higher Ground LLC for a blanket earth station license 
to operate up to 50,000 earth stations in the 6 GHz Microwave Band.  APCO and NPSTC had filed against 
the application approval noting that it may impact current microwave systems. 
 
Dave also noted that the FCC is seeking comments on allowing eight (8) channels for air-ground operation in 
the 700 MHz public safety narrowband spectrum.  The cross-border agreements with Canada and Mexico for 
the 700 MHz band apply only to terrestrial land mobile operations along the border, and that neither 
agreement contemplates airborne operations.  The FCC is considering applications for air-ground channels 
that are more than 315 kilometers of the international borders.  Canada uses the same band plan and wants to 
work it out, but Mexico uses the band for commercial operations. 
 
Sponsored Presentation 
Francis Raveneau, Vice President of Sales at BASE CAMP CONNECT, provided a product overview.  
BASE CAMP CONNECT is a Mobile Communications System which is the only user-deployable 
communication system you can transport anywhere, making true interoperability possible between voice, 
data and radio equipment/technology in a 5-minute setup, without the need of an engineering technician. It 
will give you VOICE/Phone, RF, & Internet anywhere. 
 
Networking Break 
President Dale Digiambattista recessed the meeting for 15 minutes for a networking break. 
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Program Presentation 
Mayank Bhatia and Rob Wright with Nokia presented “Next Generation Systems”.   Every packet counts. 
Therefore high resiliency and service availability are key design considerations when deploying a public 
safety microwave networks.  The traditional architecture of ring-and-spoke topology can provide strong 
protection against failure in the aggregating ring but leaves the radio sites on the spokes vulnerable to 
upstream failure.  Furthermore, multi-failures in the rings also can also cut off connectivity if there is no path 
diversity, jeopardizing critical communications.  This session discussed how a Nokia backhaul network 
solution, based on IP/MPLS and packet microwave, with a multi-ring topology, can provide utmost 
resiliency.  From fault detection, OAM to rapid network restoration, they discussed how IP/MPLS riding 
atop packet microwave can leverage full path diversity to restore connectivity even in multi-failure scenarios, 
ensuring highest network availability for first responders to get their jobs done safely. 
 
Networking Lunch 
President Dale Digiambattista adjourned the General Membership Meeting at 12:00 pm for lunch. 
 
The Frequency Advisory Committee and the 2017 APCO Western Regional Committee held meetings 
immediately after lunch. 
 
Minutes Prepared By: 
 
 
John W. Wright 
Secretary/PIO 
 


