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California Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee - Southern Planning Area 
(CalSIEC SPA) 

As I mentioned at our last 
meeting, we will conduct 
one meeting each year in 
the northern area of the 
Southern Planning Area 
(SPA), allowing those an 
opportunity to attend a 
meeting in person who 
can’t normally make the 
trip to Southern California 
where our meetings are 
traditionally conducted. 
 
The next SPA meeting is 
Tuesday, April 10, 2012 
and will be held in the city 
of Buellton, about a half 
hour north of the city of 
Santa Barbara. The 
meeting will start at 10:00 
a.m. and be held at the 
Pea Soup Andersen’s 
Restaurant, 376 Avenue 
of Flags, Buellton, CA 
93427.  The restaurant is 

A Message from the SPA Chair 
 

Interoperability Training 
The Southern Planning 
Area (SPA) will soon be 
releasing its’ web-based 
interoperable 
communications training 
courses which include 
basic courses for law and 
law communications 
personnel, fire/emergency 
medical services and fire 
communications 
personnel, non-public 
safety emergency 
responders, and an 
advanced course for all 
disciplines. These training 
courses will be made 
available to all cities and 

conveniently located right 
off the 101 freeway by 
taking either the Avenue 
of Flags or Highway 246 
exit.  
 
A variety of topics will be 
discussed at the meeting: 

 Review proposed SPA 
projects 

 Request for training 
topics from the members 

 Presentation on web-
based training classes 

 National Broadband 
impact on State of CA 

 P25 radio ID conflict 
discussion  

 
A telephone conference 
line will be available for 
those who are unable to 
attend in person. For 
those attending in person, 
copies of the Cal-IFOG 
and SPA Strategic Plan 
will be available. 

Did you know that Pea 
Soup Andersen’s will be 
celebrating their 88th 
anniversary this year?  
For those who are able to 
attend in person, we will 
have lunch after the 
meeting at this historic 
location that is certainly a 
part of California history.  
And speaking of history, 
for all you history buffs, 
the Buellton museum is 
located right inside the 
restaurant, providing a 
fascinating look at the 
history of this central 
coast town.   
 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing and/or hearing you 
at the next meeting!   
 

 -Robert Stoffel---  

counties within the SPA.  
The training will provide a 
basic understanding of 
interoperable 
communications for public 
safety and non-public 
safety employees that use 
two-way radio to 
communicate during their 
job. The courses are 
structured to be self-
paced to accommodate 
the varied schedules of 
emergency response 
workers and include 
activities throughout the 
courses. There is a post-
course test to qualify 

students for continued 
professional training 
hours.  In June the SPA 
will offer instructor 
courses for those 
agencies that would like to 
provide instructor-led 
courses to teach the basic 
and advanced 
interoperable 
communications courses 
within their agency. These 
courses are sponsored by 
the SPA at no cost to the 
individual agencies.  
Additional information 
regarding these training 
classes will be provided at 
the April 10th meeting.  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.calsiecspa.org 

CalSIEC SPA 
840 N. Eckhoff St. 

Suite 104 
Orange, CA  92868 

 
PHONE: 

(714) 704-7919 
 

FAX: 
(714) 704-7902 

 
E-MAIL: 

calsiecspa@gmail.com 
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“NTIA has until Aug. 20 
to establish the First 
Responder Network 

Authority” 

“What are CalSIEC’s plans 
for the D Block?” 

This is a question that is 
frequently being asked by 
SPA members after hearing 
the news about last month’s 
enactment of a law that 
reallocates the 700 MHz D 
Block to first responders and 
provides $7 billion in federal 
funding for a nationwide 
network. 

“We’ve been closely 
monitoring the public safety 
provisions in the payroll tax 
for some time and were 
pleased to see that the bill 
made it through legislation 
and was finally signed,” says 
Michael Crews, California 
Statewide Interoperability 
Coordinator.  “Now the hard 
work begins and this will 
require a roadmap of sorts.  
The National Tele-
communications and 
Information Administration 
(NTIA) is in the early stages 
of developing governance 
that will look at duties and 
responsibilities of the build 
out, deployment, and 
operations of the Public 
Safety National Broadband 
Network.  I suspect this will 
be an important topic of 
discussion at the next 
National Council of Statewide 

National Broadband Network 
 

As we look to the future, a 
number of projects will be 
discussed at our April 10th 
meeting with the overall 
goal of improving 
interoperability. 

National Emergency 
Communications Plan 
(NECP) Goal 3 
Compliance –              
“…By 2013, 75% of all 
jurisdictions must 
demonstrate response 
level communications 

SPA Projects 

Interoperability Coordinators 
which is scheduled to be held 
in Los Angles this June.  At 
this point not much can be 
done until the new 
governance structure is 
developed.  Below is an 
excerpt from a memo we 
received from the National 
Governors Association 
regarding governance.” 
 
The NTIA is in the early 
stages of developing 
governance looking at duties 
and responsibilities of the 
build out, deployment, and 
operations of the Public 
Safety National Broadband 
Network.  NTIA has until 
Aug. 20th to establish the 
First Responder Network 
Authority (FirstNet), an 
independent authority within 
the NTIA that will hold the D 
Block and the existing 10 
MHz of broadband spectrum 
already allocated to public 
safety.   

FirstNet is required to consult 
with the states regarding the 
distribution and 
expenditure of funds to 
carry out responsibilities, 
including: 

 Construction, build out 

 Cell tower placement 
 Coverage areas 
 Resiliency requirements 
 Assignment of priority to 

local users 
 Training of local users 

States may opt to build their 
own networks within 90 days 
of receiving information from 
FirstNet.  A governor may 
choose to have the state 
participate in FirstNet’s plans 
for the network or conduct its 
own deployment.  
 
If the governor chooses to 
build a state network: 

 The state will have 180 
days within which to 
develop and complete 
RFP’s for the 
construction, 
maintenance and 
operation of the network 

 The state must submit 
its plan for the network 
to FCC and demonstrate 
that it will comply with 
minimum technical 
interoperability 
requirements and will be 
interoperable with the 
nationwide network 

 If the FCC does not 
approve the plan, the 
state may appeal the 
decision in court.  
Otherwise, the state will 
fall under the plan 
developed by FirstNet. 

within 3 hours…during an 
incident involving multiple 
agencies, without 
technical or procedural 
communications 
impediments.” 

Regional 
Communications 
Tabletop Exercise –       
A precursor to NECP Goal 
3 compliance to test and 
enhance interoperable 
communications plans 
and protocols. 

Document Updates – 
Updates to the SPA 
Strategic Plan (2011-
2016), SPA IFOG’s, 
Tactical Interoperable 
Communication Plans 
(TICP), and Cal IFOG. 

Microwave Links – 
Assessment of the 
microwave systems within 
the SPA in order to map 
the microwave paths and 
determine potential linking 
for interoperability use. 

 

    
    
    

     

  

 

www.ntia.doc.gov 
 

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/
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